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SIR, 


SW HE followin g humble ap 15 laid beford] 
19 who are greatly intereſted in the ſucceſs of trade; may 
nmafaccures, and agriculture, and inviolably attached td; 


& Fe 


mented the irregularities and exceſſes of their unhappy cou | 
with their fatal conſequences, and would rejoice to ſee a favour] 


able change, by any means, brought about. They have thou gh 


proper to apply to you, Six, as one whoſe ſtation gives you weigh | | 


and influence in national affairs, and from whoſe public ſpirit. the 
expect the moſt earneſt endeavours for the public good, as well by 
your intereſt, as your perſonal abilities. 


6 1 : 
f 
* 5 
— N 
4 o 1 e : : 
; : ” ” * : * - > . : f - 10 
; a } ! 
: * 0 10 
; | ' 
4 * _ 4 1 L x 
a . ; 4 * , 7 
; + - - n - ” 4 
F > . £ b n 
; 1 * » 
1 - , 0 6 — 1 -_- bs — 7 % 4 * . 
” 5 . * 4 * 
6 5 
; — 5 
# 
s 


vou by a number of ſincere lovers of their country | | 


+ | 


the preſent happy eſtabliſhment ; who have long la 


The Grievance, which the great council of the nation is ng 1 0 


conſulting upon means to redreſs, has been ſuewn, beyond all ail 
pute, to be of ſuch a nature, as to ſtrike at the root, and threate 
the very being of the ſtate. For whatever tends not only to tl 
weakening of the faculties, enervating the bodies, and of courſe on 
niſhing the induſtry of labourers and artificers of both ſexes, 


the ſame time greatly debaſing the quality of the manufacture | 
themſelves ; but alſo to the preventing the birth of thouſands, de 


ſtroying many infants ſoon after they come into the world, corrupt 


ing the morals, and ſhortening the lives of multitudes;  whateveſ q 
produces effects of theſe kinds, muſt bring upon a nation ſuch ruigh 


as is irretrievable and final. It has been publicly proved, beyonll 
| queſtions 4 
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4 | queſtion, that the exceſſive uſe. of diſtilled ſpirituous liquors, is at- 
© | tended with theſe fatal conſequences. That the numbers cut off 
yearly by this worſt kind of debauchery 1 in the metropolis, are re- 
| Placed by freſh- ſupplies from the country ; which continual drain is 
actually found to have very much depopulated the provinces, and 
deprived them of the hands which ought to carry on the impor- 
tant buſineſs of agriculture and manufactures; and that this deſo- 
lating miſchief is daily ſpreading among the provincial towns; carry 
ing diſeaſe, beggary, and death, where- ever it goes. 

That an effectual ſtop ought to be put to this dreadful calamity, be- 
ber it be too late, by any means, and upon any terms whatever, if we 
mean to keep up any face of government, or to be upon a footing. 
j With the nations about us, is too evident to need any proof; nor is 
Il there any inconvenience likely to ariſe from the redreſs of the Griev- 
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ance, that deſerves to be named with thoſe evils which 1 be 
de undoubted conſequences of its continuance r. wot. een 
In trials for life, what diligence is not TY to find Pe with 
| on e of the: loſs" of one ſubject? , What care will not a 


a ee thr 


1-4 * To 8 That it it is. not impollidle to beds. the Grievance, if we are in n earneſt 
{about it, the following brief Propoſals are humbly offered. 
That it be made highly penal to retail ſpirituous liquors without a Landa EL 0097 
| 4 That the number of Licences for every diſtrict or diviſion be reſtricted, according to 
the number of people or Houſes. ' That fuch reſtriction be fixed by the ſupreme autho- 
'Tity, and not left to the determination of inferior. magiſtrates. And, That no Licence 
ih granted to any but ſuch as can find ſecurity to the amount of 500, |. and are recom - 
ended by twenty ſubſtantial houfekeepers in their neighbourhood. Theſe recommen- 
dations, and ſecurities, to be renewed yearly. _ 
That there be a conſiderable duty laid upon ſpirituous liquors, part to be aig * the 
ble, and part by the retailer. A Tal 1 0 will auf wer no end, but that or increaſ- 
ing the revenue. 
That to prevent evaſions, all who. ive away ſuch liquors to perſons laying out money 
ith them, or working for them, be deemed retailers, * 
I the above ſcheme is not found ſufficient, That a prohibition: be laid upon retailing 
any quantity under Six gallons, with ſevere penalties; a moiety of which to go to the 
informer. In caſe of inſolvency, ſeizure of goods or impriſonment. 
If all this be not found to anſwer the end, as diſtilled ipirits are no neceſſaries of life, 
in the name of God, let the art be condemned as unlawful; let all ſpirituous liquors de 
1 ard and up "wherever found, and the cammonwealth ſaved at any rate. 
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faithful phyſician beſtow for the preſervation of « one life? Pi 
did the wiſe Romans honour him who ſaved the life of one 1 | 
citizen? But in the preſent caſe it is not one, nor one hun g 
nor one thouſand, but many thouſands of lives, that periſh mi 
ably, every year, by the horrible debauchery WINGT Pye a 1 1 
the lower people. | | 6 [1 
To ſuppoſe the legiſlature at a loſs what method to take i nf 
deplorable caſe, would be queſtioning their wiſdom. Much leſs] 

ſon is there to doubt, whether the three eſtates of the kingdom 
which a more uncontroulable power is not upon earth, have a 
rity to make, and means to carry into execution, what pt. | 
they pleaſe. Some good effects of thoſe made in 17 30, appear 4+ 
long as a due attention to the execution was kept up. And it with 
1 be highly injurious to ſuppoſe, that a Britiſh Adminiſtration, o fi 1 
an character of the preſent, miſled by ſhort- ſighted views of a tei 
rary addition accruing to the revenue, from what, in reality, 0 ' 
 niſhes 1 it, and deſtroys the funds of national wealth, would be un 
ing to contrive, and carry into execution, any effectual ſchemd 1 
the general good, merely becauſe it might ſeem likely to occ); 
a deficiency for a ſhort time. They know, and have declared, 7 | 
the only effectual method of ſecuring the public revenues, and 
n deficiencies, is a due regard to thoſe maxims which tel i 5 


incteaſe the number of the people, and encourage agriculture, nz 4 
and manufactures.” c Th 


England, ſoon after the Reſtoration, was ſo unhappy as to ſe 100 
in power wicked enough to encourage debauchery ; and, at ef 
periods, the whole ſcheme of government ſeems to have bor g 0 f 
to increaſe the finances by fleecing the people. A diſmal vie 
thoſe, who had the misfortune to live in ſuch times, when the ig 
ties of their country were in the hands of men capable of acting 
on ſuch baſe confiderations, as a pr oſpect of an Increaſe of then q | 
nue, from the increaſe of national vice. -' +12 { 
Under former adminiſtrations, - we ſhould: have had nothing to 3 


pl on ſuch an occaſion as the Po but objections and evalili 
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1 to blind the nation. Vain ſubterfuges! through which an 
ved people never fail to ſee very clearly. But it is evident, and 
1 bmfortable conſideration it is, that we are now in better hands. 
e ſteps already taken on this important occaſion, by ſeveral conſi- 
. able members of the legiſlature, both in their private and public 
acities, ſhew that public ſpirit prevails much more than in the 
Jenerate periods above referred to. It is to you, Six, and to many 
Þ F whom you have intereſt, that your diſtreſſed country raiſes her 
ys, imploring your aſſiſtance, and that of all, whoſe ſtations en- 
1 : them to be of ſervice on ſuch an occaſion. Look around you, and 
upon others te take a view of the fearful havock made by ſpirituous 
7 hors. Conſider attentively the ſolid reaſoning, advanced on this me- 
26 + by the excellent biſhop « of Worceſter. Examine care- 


4 a 1 the Bane of the 8 An ee Fr into 
Benefits and Damages ariſing from Spirituous Liquors, by J. T. of 
ol. Conſider carefully, and call upon others to conſider the 
king accounts given by that active and faithful magiſtrate Mr. 
yi 10 ding. Refer them to the ſentiments of the humane Hartley, 
fman, Hales, and the united College of Phyſicians, Men, whoſe 
. grity and judgment qualify them for opening the eyes of a nation, 
i | dirccting to the purſuit of what is for the general advantage. 
e them to conſider attentively, the evidence lately given in 
r place, by phyſicians, public magiſtrates, overſcers of Work- 
ſes, manufacturers, dealers in coals, bakers, and others; accounts, 
1 lich he who can read without compaſſion, muſt haue a heart too 
row, to admit, or too hard to be affected with any tender ſentiment 
atever. For by thoſe authentic declarations it appears, That in 
£1 hoſpitals che number of patients is, of late years, immenſely in- 
. aſed; more than two to one of the diſeaſes owing to ſpirituous 
. hors; of which not one in fifty is curable ; at the ſame time, that 
l [ extragrfinary increaſe” of ſickneſs has been obſerved among the 
4; re e part of the people, who are not addicted to * 

ws ; C * 


b 4 7 * f 
chenp ſpirits That the exceſſive uſe of ſpirituous liquors utterly} 1 
ſtroys appetite ; that accordingly there is not above a third par 
the uſval quantity of | bread conſumed in ſuch families. That} 
fatal debauchery enervates, and wears out the human conſtitution} J 
that degree, that an able bodied man is unfit for hard labour @ F 
working a few years; and (what is dreadful to hear !) dealers, ö ö 
have occaſion for ſuch people, cannot find enough of native Eng 
to perform their work, which is therefore at a ſtand; that the mz | 
factures are ſpoiled, and the price enhanced, to the great prejudie | 
trade, That one perſon will ſpend one ſhilling a day in Gin, at 
penny a quartern ; and that working people do not earn one third 
of what they uſed to do formerly. That without ſome effec. | 
means for keeping ſpirituous liquors out of the reach of the wor? 
people, according to the opinion of the moſt able judges, cur me 
lactures muſt come to an end. That the expence of maintaining} I 
poor increaſes yearly, the working people reducing themſelves tg | 
to beggary by drinking - ſpirituous liquors ; which bad an E 
| begin, not by drinking publicly in ſhops, but by buying ſmall « qt | 
tities in bottles and phials, and keeping it in their lodginge, we 
rooms, and garrets; pawning and ſelling their furniture, their clog 
and the fuſtenance allowed them in alms-houſes, to purchaſe it, J 
no leſs than two thouſand four hundred and ninety-four houſes} 
known. to ſell Gin in one pariſh, beſides what is ſold in private pla | 
not one ſixth part licenſed. That three or four ſcore drinkers f 
are found in one night-houſe, of which there are above eighty in F 
pariſh, and that the ſtench and. impurity of ſuch houſes (to me 
nothing of the horrid wickedneſs done in them) is enough to rai}; 
peſtilence. That the ſtreet beggars live almoſt wholly upon Gin, 
that thieves drink themſelves to a proper pitch to qualiſy them for 
perate — That in chandlers ops Gin is vnverially foldg } 


are r ee with it, in a manner very inconfitent | 


| ſafety to our perſons, effects, and dwellings.---That numbers bo t; 
men and women are PTD? YI diſqualified for rg children, i 
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| children will cry for it at fix years old, will drink of it to F 


1 fiſty children born in one work-houſe in a year, not one can be 
© dt alive, whoſe mother has ſuckled-it, the milk being rendered fa- 


0 given by men of unqueſtionable integrity, and large experience. 
Aſk thoſe who object, if you meet with any weak enough to object, 
ackeny of making up the ſuppoſed deficienty, which may be 
3 Y ationed by ſuppteſſing the uſe of ſpirituous liquors; aſk them 


ether they think this a proper time to talk of deficiencies, when 


| nation itſelf is in the way to ruin; were it even to be ſuppoſed, 
ta deficiency would prove the conſequence, the contrary of which the 
thy authors of the above quoted excellent pieces, have very fully 
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I; br children, if things go on as at preſent; who muſt ſupply the fleet 
the: army ſome years hence; by whom the trade, manufactures, and 
4 culture are to be catried on, when the nation is depopulated by ſpi- 
| q us liquors? Ask them, if they can look with indifference upon their 


F. Ask them how they dare even to be ſilent or unconcerned 
i ene in which humanity; virtue; national proſperity, and re- 


Wotry, beſtir yourſelf, Sir, on this great occaſion. Argue, intreat, 
e, encourage, chide, if neceſſary. May perſuaſion dwell upon 
Br tongue; may Heaven look down with an eye of pity on an un- 
f s nation, deſtroying itſelf with the worſt kind of debauchery; : 
may its richeſt bleſſings deſcend upon you, and every truly great 
| noble ſpirit, who, deſpiſing all narrow views, ſhall, on this impor- 
4 occaſion, ſhew that they think it the greateſt glory to contribute 
| he general good of others, and to act ths us part! of able baten ano 


fathers of their ren We ae, No 
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| $tched infants; before they ſee the light, are poiſoned with Gin; 


jeſs, and become droplical by it at that early age. That of forty. 


ſo the innocent babe, by the pernicious qualities it receives from the 
| drunk by the mother. Theſe, and other alarming accounts, have 


n? Ask thoſe in ſtations of power and truſt, what is to become of 


r age countrymen, who are poiſoning and deſtroying them 


; by, are ſo deeply concerned? For the love of God and your 
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